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To the Hon. Justice Mr. Chitakunye who pointed out the inconsistency of a justice system that  

prosecutes juveniles in most cases without legal representation, thus expecting them to be able to 

defend themselves, whilst in civil matters deems juveniles incapable to ably represent themselves.
1
 

                                                           
1
 See Juvenile Justice Handbook, by Caleb Mutandwa, Sithuthukile Sibanda and others, Justice for 

Children Trust, Harare 2010, p. 19 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Inducement for this project: previous similar project in Surinam 

In 2009 the Dutch section of Lawyers without Borders (“LwB”)
2
 successfully concluded  a project to 

set up a legal aid mechanism for juveniles in Surinam. This project was implemented in close 

cooperation with local partners and local stakeholders, like the bar association, the police, 

magistrates and public prosecutors.
3
 The legal aid mechanism that was set up provides legal 

representation for indigent juveniles in criminal cases for free. The system ensures payment of an 

equitable compensation to lawyers handling these cases. This legal aid system for juveniles was 

formally taken over by the Surinam government in 2009 and it is still functioning today. The system is 

nowadays the responsibility of the Surinam Legal Aid Bureau (Rechtszorg), a specialized legal aid 

directorate that forms part of the Surinam Ministry of Justice and Police. This bureau acts as a more 

or less autonomous body and administers the juvenile legal aid system. The Surinam Legal Aid 

Bureau is responsible for the hotline, the rapid response, the monitoring of the quality of that 

response and the control of the funds available for that legal aid program.  

In October 2009 members of the Dutch section and the Belgian section of LwB participated in a 

mission to Zimbabwe initiated by the Human Rights Committee of the Bar of England and Wales.
4
 

Following that mission, the Dutch section of LwB decided in 2010 to investigate the possibilities of 

setting up a legal aid project for juveniles in Zimbabwe with local partner NGO’s.
5
  

1.2 Project Group, sponsors and Board of Recommendation 

In December 2010, a Project Group was formed. The core team of the Project Group consists of eight 

lawyers and two support staff members. All of them are volunteers (the Dutch section of LwB has no 

paid staff).  

The Project Group’s facilities are provided by Köster Advocaten N.V., a law firm in Haarlem, the 

Netherlands. The Project Group found sponsors that made the necessary research, the Reality Check 

Mission and the Preparatory Mission possible and that are crucial for the implementation of this 

Project Plan.
  
The names of sponsors for this Project can be found on the LwB website and are listed 

in Annex B.  

The Project Group established a Board of Recommendation for the project. The members of the 

Board of Recommendation have relevant high level positions in the Netherlands. A list of the 

members of the Board of Recommendation is attached as Annex D.  

                                                           
2
 See www.advocatenzondergrenzen.nl. See Annex B for a brief profile of Lawyers without Borders, the names 

Zimbabwe Project Group members, contact details and a list of sponsors.  

3
 See Annex C for a brief summary of the Surinam project.  

4
 See “A Place in the Sun: Zimbabwe, a Report on the State of the Rule of Law in Zimbabwe after the Global 

Political Agreement of September 2008”, Report of the mission of the Human Rights Committee of the Bar of 

England and Wales together with the Dutch section and of the Belgian section of Lawyers without Borders. This 

report was presented to the House of Lords in London, UK, in July 2010. 

5
 See Annex L for a list of abbreviations used in this project plan.  
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1.3 Desk Review and further Project Preparation 

The first phase consisted in general research into the rights that children are entitled to when they 

are in detention or pre-trial detention in Zimbabwe. An investigation into how similar projects have 

been carried out in other countries, e.g. Surinam, was also conducted, with focus on how such 

projects can best be implemented, what possible challenges may be encountered, how these can be 

overcome and how a project in Zimbabwe can best be designed to be sustainable. Research was 

furthermore conducted into the available literature on the conditions of children in detention and 

pre-trial detention in Zimbabwe. In connection herewith, consultations were made with individuals 

who are experts on the relevant subjects or in general on the present situation in Zimbabwe. In that 

early stage contact was made with (among others) the Justice for Children Trust, the Law Society of 

Zimbabwe and Zimbabwe Lawyers for Human Rights.  

On the basis of the information acquired at that time, a draft project plan was prepared.  This draft 

project plan described one project aimed at promoting subsidized legal aid for detained juveniles and 

another project aimed at facilitating access to legal sources for Zimbabwe legal practitioners. The 

draft project plan was sent to various experts and expert organisations for critical feedback in the 

first quarter of 2012. The feedback received was used to revise the draft and resulted in a new draft 

project plan. 

1.4 Reality Check Visit of November 2011 

In October 2011, Justice for Children Trust and the Law Society of Zimbabwe invited the Project 

Group to visit Zimbabwe in order to share ideas, give feedback on the LwB project plan and discuss a 

possible cooperation in case of project implementation. This visit to Zimbabwe was primarily meant 

to be a reality check. It aimed to answer the following questions: Is there really a need for a legal aid 

program for juveniles in criminal cases in Zimbabwe? Are there existing or intended alternatives for 

such a program? Do the plans as envisaged in the draft project plan really contribute to satisfy any 

eventual needs? Is the draft project plan viable? Are local organisations able and willing to 

contribute? Which organisations are best equipped to work with? Are there any impediments for 

project implementation? What are the challenges to take into account when implementing the plans 

as envisaged in the draft project plan? How can a project be made sustainable? 

The visit took place from 2 to 11 November 2011.  Various meetings were held with individuals and 

organisations in Zimbabwe. The Project Group obtained during this visit valuable additional 

documentation and information that is relevant to obtain a good picture of the present situation in 

Zimbabwe. Especially the Juvenile Justice Handbook of Justice for Children Trust (Harare 2010) 

appeared to be an important source document as it contains a recent and clear outline of the present 

position of juveniles in criminal cases in Zimbabwe.  

On the basis of the subsequent documentation and information acquired during the Reality Check 

Mission, the Project Group concluded that (i) there is a need for a legal aid program for detained 

juveniles in Zimbabwe, that (ii) a project as outlined in this Project Plan can contribute to such 

program and that (iii) local organisations are present that are well managed and have adequately 
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trained staff and these local organisations are willing to cooperate with us as partners for the 

implementation of this project. The findings of the Project Group lead to a second draft project plan 

that was sent to various relevant individuals and organisations in Zimbabwe and elsewhere in 

January 2012. The feedback received was considered to be very constructive and valuable. The 

project plan was amended on the basis of that information and a third draft project plan was 

distributed in June 2012.   

1.5 [[Preparatory Mission of [September/October] 2012]] 

In [September/October] 2012, the Project Group visited Zimbabwe again. The main aims were (i) to 

discuss with local partners and stakeholders (especially the intended partner organisations listed in 

Annex E) the amended project plan, the pre-conditions for implementation and the challenges of the 

project (see paragraph 2.4 and 2.5 of this Project Plan), (ii) to discuss with our partners in Mutare the 

same and also practical matters for the launch of the pilot project in Manicaland (see chapter 4 of 

this Project Plan), (iii) to discuss with the Legal Aid Directorate of the Ministry of Justice and Legal 

Affairs, the Ministry of Labour and Social Services and the governmental body responsible for re-

integration of juvenile offenders the project in more detail in order to ensure alignment of the 

Project Plan with (some recent) governmental initiatives (see paragraph 1.7), (iv) to discuss with the 

government the active support in facilitating and promoting the project where possible (see 

paragraph 2.4), and, finally, (v) to discuss and agree with government key success indicators and the 

government’s commitment to take-over the program if after an agreed period of time it is up and 

running effectively and efficiently which is paramount for the sustainability of the program (see 

paragraph 2.4 and 2.7). 

The Preparatory Mission was intended to meet and discuss the plans with Childline, ZWLA and the 

NGO- platform Child Protection Coalition (part of the Zimbabwe National Council for the Welfare for 

Children) and to obtain more (statistical) data on inter alia the nature of offenses, age of the 

offenders and number of arrests, bail, pre-trail detentions, etc. of juveniles.  

On the basis of the information received during the Preparatory Mission, this Project Plan was 

finalized and the funding initiatives were further developed. ]] 

1.6 Need for Close Cooperation with Zimbabwe Partner NGO’s and Stakeholders 

The Project Group realizes that it is not able to set up a legal aid mechanism by itself (being a small 

group of volunteers in a far-away country). It is evident that close cooperation with local 

organisations in Zimbabwe is necessary. The Project Group was greatly encouraged by the fact that 

during the Reality Check Visit various organisations in Zimbabwe (governmental and non-

governmental; national and international) expressed their interest in the plans and their intention to 

actively participate when implementing a project to support the observance of rights of children in 

Zimbabwe.
6
 This appetite appeared during the Preparatory Mission to be of a consistent nature. The 

Project Group was impressed by the high level of expertise of the organisations that were willing to 

                                                           
6
 See Annex F for a list of these organisations. See Annex E for a list of other supporting organisations in 

Zimbabwe. 
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participate or support. It believes that these organisations are managed efficiently and are 

professional and reliable partners when implementing the plans. 

1.7 Need for Alignment with existing Zimbabwe Governmental initiatives 

In the last quarter of 2011 the Zimbabwean Ministry of Justice identified access to legal assistance for 

children as a major organisational priority for the next three years.
7
 The Preliminary Strategy 

provides for various goals that are similar to those in this Project Plan. The Ministry’s ambition is to 

reach 100 per cent of the children who require legal assistance by the end of 2013. The preliminary 

strategy aims, by strengthening the Legal Aid Directorate and the entering into agreements with civil 

society organisations, amongst others to: (i) deliver direct legal representation to all alleged juvenile 

offenders based on a standard set by the LAD, (ii) develop a mechanism to ensure timely review of all 

residential care placements and children in custody, (iii) deliver legal education and information to 

children and their families, and (iv) initiate public interest litigation with a view to promoting and 

entrancing access to justice for vulnerable children and their families. 

In January 2012, the Zimbabwean Ministry of Labour and Social Services requested submission of 

proposals to establish appropriate monitoring mechanisms to support the executions of Zimbabwe’s 

National Action Plan for Orphans and Vulnerable Children 2011-2015.
8
  The requested proposals 

must also ensure increasing access to justice for children by way of structurally supporting the work 

of the LAD. 

The Project Group is aware that the project envisaged in this Project Plan should be aligned with 

these public initiatives. Duplication of efforts must be avoided and cooperation with government is 

an important factor when implementing the Project Plan. Under these national initiatives, the LAD 

will ultimately play a leader’s role in the coordination of legal aid to juveniles. This could help to 

launch for instance the intended hotline, once proven to be effective, as a tool nationwide. 

Furthermore, the case file and coordination system on which Catch Trust and the LAD are jointly 

working on, could be build in the program as envisaged in the Project Plan and national minimum 

standards may be developed jointly to ensure legal aid for juveniles. 

  

                                                           
7
 “Legal Assistance for Children”; Preliminary Strategy, issued by the Ministry of Justice and Legal Affairs, 

October 2011. 

8
 Zimbabwe Action Plan for Orphans and Vulnerable Children (NAPII), phase II, 2011-2015, published 

September 22, 2011, www.ifco.info. 
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2. LEGAL AID FOR JUVENILES 

2.1 Existing Mechanisms and Limitations  

In Zimbabwe there is no generic legal aid mechanism in place that guarantees that a person who is a 

suspect in a criminal case and who has no or insufficient financial resources, will have adequate legal 

representation in court.
9
 There is also no generic legal aid mechanism for juveniles.  

Government 

The Legal Aid Directorate, which forms part of the Ministry of Justice and Legal Affairs, is responsible 

for providing legal aid to persons who are eligible for such aid in connection with any criminal, civil or 

other related matter.
10

 One of the most important tasks is that the LAD administers a legal aid 

mechanism to ensure legal representation for suspects prosecuted for capital offenses.
11

 According 

to our sources the Supreme Court may order that a lawyer takes the defence case for free. 

Magistrates may, during the trial, demand the support of the LAD to ensure that a suspect of other 

offenses obtains legal representation but we learned that this only happens in extra-ordinary cases.
12

  

NGO’s 

Four NGO’s have existing programs under which legal aid may be granted for free (or for a reduced 

price) to specific persons that qualify under these programs.
13

 It must be noted that the work of each 

of these (non-profit) NGO’s depends heavily on external (international) funding which makes these 

NGO’s programs financially vulnerable. None of these four NGO’s is able to ensure legal 

representation for children in criminal cases. 

ZLHR has an existing program for human rights defenders. A specialized unit of ZLHR provides 

“emergency and follow-up legal support to human rights defenders who come under attack from 

state and non-state actors as a result of their efforts to non-violently promote and protect human 

rights as espoused under the Constitution of Zimbabwe as well as regional and international 

                                                           
9
 Constitution of Zimbabwe, Chapter 3, Section 13.3: “Any person who is arrested or detained shall… be 

permitted at his own expense to obtain and instruct without delay a legal representative of his own choice and 

hold communication with him” Therefore, the State has no obligation to provide legal aid to those who cannot 

afford it. Article 17 (2) (iii) of the African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child and Article 37 (d) of the 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child obliges States to provide children and juveniles legal aid. 

10
 Based on Legal Aid Act, Part II, Section 3 (20 (a). 

11
 These are crimes which are considered to be so serious that capital punishment may be demanded. They 

include murder, treason, mutiny and drug trafficking.  

12
 According to the Legal Aid Act, Part III, Section 7.2 (a) (ii), the Director of the Legal Aid Directorate will only 

grant legal aid to the applicant if he is satisfied that the resources of the directorate and legal aid fund will be 

sufficient to provide the legal aid required. Since most government institutions are financially constrained, it is 

not possible to provide legal aid to all applicants. 

13
 See overview attached to the Legal Assistance Preliminary Strategy (note 7) listing five other NGO’s offering 

such services. 
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instruments, norms and standards”.
14

 ZLHR also has a specialized unit that carries out “various types 

of litigation in order to contribute to civil, political, economic and social justice and democratic 

reform in Zimbabwe”.
15

 ZLHR employs presently 14 lawyers who are registered as members of the 

LSZ and thus are certified to represent clients in court. ZLHR is recognized as a ‘legal body’ by the LSZ. 

The in-house lawyers of ZLHR have a so-called limited practice certificate (“Lpc”) that allows them to 

practice in court cases but limits their powers to represent other type of cases or clients. ZLHR has a 

members’ network of 170 registered lawyers and some of these members are willing to handle cases 

proposed by ZLHR for a reduced price of USD 140 per hour (which is almost 3/5
th

 of the average 

hourly rate for lawyers of USD 250).      

JCT has a program to provide legal aid for free to children in cases involving children’s rights. This 

may include legal representation to children in criminal cases. Mostly however, support is given in 

other legal matters. Due to financial and practical restraints, JCT is not able to guarantee children’s 

right to have legal advice or legal representation in criminal matters, not even when detained. There 

are 30 law firms that assist JCT in civil and criminal cases. They negotiate the price and mostly charge 

USD 100 to USD 200 per case. 

LRF from time to time assists youngsters seeking legal help. LRF is also accepted as a legal body by 

the LSZ and is thus allowed to employ lawyers (presently 14). These lawyers can select cases they 

consider relevant and these may include matters relating to children. Often these cases are not 

criminal by nature. LRF may for instance be active in a case to obtain a birth certificate or an 

intervention in matters of child abuse.   

Catch Trust started in October 2010 and is active in legal support and social welfare of juveniles in 

Harare. It employs two qualified lawyers who are not registered as such and thus not admitted to 

plead in the courts. Catch Trust is not recognized as a legal body by the LSZ. For criminal cases Catch 

Trust uses six external lawyers who are handling cases for an all-in price of USD 200 per case. Much 

of the court work is prepared or done by the Catch Trust staff. During the short term of its existence 

until November 2011, Catch Trust has handled over 70 cases.  

Economic limitations 

Because of the economic situation in Zimbabwe, not many alleged offenders are able to retain legal 

counsel to assist them after an arrest and/or to lead the defence.  The average hourly rate of lawyers 

in Zimbabwe is so high that it often forms an impediment to have qualified support when being 

suspect in a criminal law matter.
16

 The number of lawyers admitted to the bar is also rather limited 

(the LSZ has presently approx. 900 members). These factors make it difficult to find affordable legal 

representation in criminal matters, certainly for children.  

                                                           
14

 See brochure “Zimbabwe Lawyers for Human Rights; Fostering a Culture of Human Rights”.  

15
 See previous footnote. 

16
 According to The General Tariff of Fees for Legal Practitioners with Effect from February 2011 of the Law of 

Society Zimbabwe, an experienced lawyer can be hired at a rate as high as USD 350 per hour. We learned 

during the Reality Check Visit that the rate of an experienced lawyer can be as high as USD 500 per hour and 

that the average income is USD 120. We learned that the average hourly rate for lawyers is USD 250. 
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Statistics  

According to recent government sources, there are around 300 children in prison and many of them 

were not represented by a lawyer or supported by a probation officer during their trial and have not 

had their case reviewed since entering detention.
17

 This number is on the very low end according to 

other sources we spoke to. According to the last recorded data (in 2005) 3,000 children were in 

residential care, 40% of whom had not had their placement reviewed by the court for five years or 

more. Furthermore, 62% of the children who were placed in the institution as a result of coming into 

conflict with the law were detained without valid court order.
18

 

Conclusion 

We conclude that unless a child is prosecuted for a capital offense or is considered to be a human 

rights defender, he/she is far from certain to have legal representation when arrested and detained. 

In most cases children involved in a criminal case face justice without legal representation and in 

many cases they are kept in detention without valid court order. 

2.2 Legal Aid for Juveniles Program  

Based on the facts acquired and advices received from experts and expert organisations, we propose 

a legal aid program for juveniles executed by an independent program organisation with the help of 

local legal professionals and which program is further based on the following elements: 

(a) Rapid response  

(b) Visit in police station or other detention center 

(c) Assistance in court for bail 

(d) Preparation for trial, investigation of alternative solutions where appropriate and legal 

representation in court during trial 

(e) Use of qualified but presently unregistered lawyers as NGO lawyer with a LPC  

(f) Professional supervision of the program lawyers handling the cases 

(g) Rehabilitation of program juveniles 

(h) Financing: pro bono but with a limited financial compensation  

(i) Local board of stakeholders 

 

(j) Temporary presence of Project Group member on location 

 

(k) Ultimately: take-over of the program by the Government.  

                                                           
17

 See footnote 7.  

18
 See footnote 7.  
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Each element is clarified below.  

(a) Rapid response 

A hotline will be established to ensure a rapid response. The hotline should preferably be toll-free 

and reachable 24h/7days. The existence and effect should be widely promoted, e.d. by posters in 

police stations and schools, newsletters, etc. The arrested juvenile, his/her family, any other person 

involved or NGO will be able to use the hotline for a specific case. Also relevant authorities (like 

police officers and public prosecutors) will be requested to use the hotline, for example after an 

arrest or after a decision to keep the arrested young person in custody is made or after it is decided 

that a young person will not be granted bail.   

The promotion and management of the hotline will be the responsibility of a local partner NGO. The 

local partner will also administer a list of lawyers participating in the program. Following a reported 

arrest of a child, the local partner will alert one of these program lawyers immediately.   

(b) Visit in police station or other detention centre 

The program lawyer will visit the detained child held in custody within the shortest time possible  

after being alarmed by the program administration. This should happen prior to the child facing the 

Magistrate who is to decide on the granting of bail. Under the present procedural rules, the arrested 

person should be brought to a Magistrate within 48 hours after the arrest.
19

 We learned that this rule 

is often not complied with. It is important that authorities are willing to expedite such court sessions 

involving juveniles. 

(c) Assistance in court for bail 

The program lawyer will represent the detained child during the court session in which the decision 

on bail is taken. Where appropriate the program lawyer should strive for non-custodial measures. 

The program does not provide financing bail. 

(d) Preparation for trial, investigation of alternative solutions where appropriate and legal 

representation in court during trial 

The program lawyer will, together with the detained child and his/her parents or guardians study the 

case and if unavoidable, prepare for trial. Where appropriate, the program lawyer will investigate 

and strive for alternatives for a court hearing (such as mediation and negotiation), particularly for the 

minor and non-violent offences and in cases of first offenders. During the trial sessions, the program 

lawyer will represent the child and defend the client as his or her client.   

(e) Use of qualified but presently unregistered lawyers as NGO lawyer with a Lpc 

According to our sources there is a group law-graduates (with a Zimbabwean law degree) who are 

not registered lawyers (and thus not entitled to practise as such) but would like to work as lawyer or 

                                                           
19

 Criminal Procedure and Evidence Act,  Section 32 (2). 
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at least like to acquire experience working as a lawyer.
20

 Using this group of law-graduates, after 

having had a short specialized training and when supervised by senior lawyers, would make the 

program efficient: they are strongly motivated, have more time and are less expensive to do the case 

handling.  The use of this group of lawyers leads to a win-win situation: on the one hand this group of 

young lawyers have an opportunity to acquire experience as a practising lawyer and on the other 

hand a group of young people held in custody in need of solid legal advice can be helped. This group 

of young lawyers may be expected to be very committed to acquire experience: they are probably 

eager to be trained and they will probably willing to accept steering by or supervision from more 

senior lawyers. An extra advantage of using this group is that the program may become financially 

viable.  

These young lawyers (program lawyers) will be recruited by a local partner NGO which is accepted by 

the LSZ as a “legal body” having a limited practising certificate (Lpc).  

The program lawyers will be able to use the facilities (housing, office space) of a local partner NGO. 

Program lawyers will follow the e-learning “Litigating Children’s Rights” of HREA.  

(f) Professional supervision of the program lawyers handling the cases 

The program lawyers will be supervised by the in-house lawyers of local partner NGO’s but also by 

private practice lawyers who are willing to participate in the program on a pro bono basis as 

supervisor. The in-house lawyers of local partner NGO’s are to supervise the program lawyers on a 

day to day basis. Other practicing lawyers who are member of the LSZ (the ‘old foxes with a weak 

spot’) will be requested to participate as personal supervisor (coach) of a program lawyer. Their 

supervision time can be rather limited (e.g. one or two hours per week) in a one-on-one session with 

the program lawyer in their own offices. Only lawyers willing to do so on a pro bono basis will be 

eligible. 

In order to facilitate this supervision, to acquire lessons learned, facilitate evaluations and statistics, 

program lawyers will prepare written feedback reports per case that will be shared with other 

program lawyers and others (on no-names basis) and that are kept in the program files.  

(g) Rehabilitation of program juveniles 

The program lawyer should in an early stage of each case, seek contact with officials responsible for 

re-integration (or rehabilitation) of juvenile offenders (probation officers). Involvement of these 

officials in the after-care (after the court verdict) is seen as an important tool to minimise the risk of 

further offenses. Especially if the court has given an alternative sanction, after-care by program 

lawyers can be effective. 

(h) Financing: pro bono but with a limited financial compensation 

                                                           
20

 Informed sources estimate the number of this group to be 200 (in 2011).  



14 

 

Together with local partner NGO’s, UNICEF and others, we will have to find financial sources to pay 

an equitable compensation to program lawyers and to compensate costs made by the program 

lawyers and by local partner NGO’s for their work for the program. 

(i) Local board of stakeholders 

Local stakeholders in the project will be requested to meet every three months with the program 

organisation to monitor development and give requested or unrequested advice to the program 

organisation. Together with the program manager, this board will evaluate the work done and the 

results of the individual program lawyers. For this evaluation, statistical information and feed-back 

from the supervising lawyers is important.  

(j) Temporary presence of Project Group member on location 

A member of the Project Group (or a lawyer recruited for example via VSO) will be present locally to 

create the conditions for launching the program, initiate the program and monitor and control its 

operation. As such, this Project Group member acts as program manager and is responsible for 

coordination, in relation building with local stakeholders (partners, police, prosecutors, judges, local 

LAD, rehabilitation officers, etc.) The project manager must ensure effective operation of the hotline 

and supervise and assist program lawyers where possible. 

(k) Ultimately: take-over of the program by the Government 

The Legal Aid Program organisation will work independently from governmental organisations. 

However, close contact with governmental bodies will be maintained. The ultimate goal is to hand-

over the program to the Zimbabwean government once the program has proven to function 

efficiently and effectively. For this reason, the Project Group will, prior to the launch of the project, 

discuss and agree with government the key success indicators. The Project Group seeks a 

commitment from the government that if the key success indicators are reached, the government 

shall in principle adopt the program and implement it in other locations in the country. In order to 

prepare such take-over, government officials will receive periodical reports and these will be 

discussed on a regular basis with government officials (e.g. LAD). 

2.3 Target group: children below 18 years of age 

The project will target children under the age of 18. This is in line with the international instruments 

and the Zimbabwe Children’s Act.
21

 This is furthermore in line with the Zimbabwe Criminal Procedure 

and Evidence Act (“CPE Act”) which compels the police officer upon arresting a person under 18 to 

forthwith warn the parents or guardians unless otherwise directed by a Magistrate.   

                                                           
21

 See e.g. the interpretation of the Committee on the Rights of the Child established under the African Charter 

on the Rights and Welfare of the Child, Article 17 of that Charter. Section 2 of the Zimbabwe Children’s Act 

makes a distinction between “child” (means every human being below the age of 16 years); “minor“ (means a 

person under the age of 18 years); “young person” (means a person who has attained the age of 16 years but 

has not attained the age of 18 years) and “infant” (means a person under the age of seven years). This 

distinction is criticized: See Juvenile Justice Handbook, Justice for Children Trust, p. 15. 
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Special attention will be given to children below 12 years of age for the following reasons. Under the 

Criminal (Codification and Reform) Act, only a child below 7 years of age is deemed to lack criminal 

capacity to commit a crime and thus cannot be tried and convicted.
22

 This is criticized (nationally and 

internationally) and recommendations have been made to increase this age to an absolute minimum 

of 12 years.
23

 Under present Zimbabwean law however, children between 7 and 14 years can be tried 

and convicted if the prosecution is able to demonstrate (beyond reasonable doubt) that the child was 

“sufficiently mature” to understand that the act constituting the offense was wrongful.
24

 Children 

above 14 are presumed to have the capacity to commit a crime and they can be tried and 

convicted.
25

 Various sources state that in reality trials take place involving children below 12 years. 

These cases require high level attention from the project management and the program lawyers.  

2.4 Pre-conditions of a Legal Aid for Juveniles Program  

Governmental consent  

The CPE Act prohibits publication of name and other details that are likely to reveal the identity of 

any person under 18 years who is being tried or has been tried unless there is consent of a 

Magistrate, Judge or the Minister of Justice. This means that the Minister should be requested to 

formally consent in the use of the hotline in juvenile cases. This consent is in our view justified as 

providing these details via the hotline is just and equitable and in the best interest of the child 

accused.
26

 

Active governmental support  

Further government facilitation is required to make the project a success. The Minister of Justice, the 

Attorney General and the Minister of Home Affairs will be requested to give approval to Magistrates, 

public prosecutors respectively police officers to attend a kick-off training on children’s rights. 

Furthermore, it would be most helpful if these high ranking officials would be willing to issue an 

instruction to actively cooperate with the program. Good cooperation with officials responsible for 

rehabilitation and for the detention facilities (ZPS, the Zimbabwe Prison Service) is for instance a key 

factor for the project. 

Governmental  standing instruction 

The Minister of Justice and the Minister of Home Affairs will be requested to issue a standing order 

to public prosecutors and police officers to prioritize juvenile cases. This could lead for instance to a 

reduction of the waiting time of program lawyers in police stations (waiting time for lawyers wanting 

to visit their client can nowadays take up to six hours). Also adequate provisions must be made to 

                                                           
22

 Section 59 Criminal (Codification and Reform) Act. 

23
 See Juvenile Justice Handbook, Justice for Children Trust, p. 11. 

24
 Sections 7 and 230 of the Criminal (Codification and Reform) Act.  

25
 Section 8 of the Criminal (Codification and Reform) Act. 

26
 See Section 195 Zimbabwe CPE Act.  
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ensure that the lawyer timely receives the complete defence copy of the criminal file (charge, state 

outline, witness statements, warned and cautioned statements and all that is further necessary in 

preparation of one’s defence or that is otherwise in the prosecutor’s case file).  

Governmental commitment to ensure sustainability of the program 

The Minister of Justice and the Minister of Labour and Social Services will be requested to discuss a 

governmental commitment, namely that if certain agreed key success indicated are met government 

is in principle willing to take-over the program and implement it in other locations within the 

country.   

Verification of taxes etc. 

Prior to the program being launched, we need to be advised on tax effects and/or financial charges in 

case external (international) funds are used. Perhaps the government must be requested to give a 

tax ruling (waiver) to optimize the program’s result or perhaps we could cooperate with UNICEF 

which organisation is tax exempted.   

Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with local partner NGO’s 

Partners in the program need to enter into a MoU outlining the contents of the cooperation. This 

MoU should make transparent what can be expected from each partner.
27

 

Monitoring and auditing the program 

Together with local partner NGO’s we need to agree how to monitor and audit the program. The 

monitoring and auditing will have to be acceptable for potential sponsors of the program.  

Funding 

The Project Group, with the help of local partners, will try to seek funding for the project, for 

instance by promoting the project to potential sponsors in the private and public sector in Zimbabwe 

and abroad.  

2.5 Challenges of Legal Aid for Detained Juveniles Program  

Apart from the pre-conditions set out in paragraph 2.4 above, there are several other challenges.  

Possible increase of arrests of juveniles 

We have been advised that a sharp increase of arrests of juveniles may be expected in connection 

with expected violence in elections.  

Determining the age of arrested juveniles 

It might be difficult to determine the age of arrested young people. Children who find themselves 

accused of violating the law often, due to their background, have no identity papers or a birth 

                                                           
27

 See Annex H for a draft MoU.  
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certificate at all or at least not at the time of their arrest. This will make it difficult to decide whether 

a specific individual qualifies for the program. In cases of doubt the program lawyer will have to 

decide after consultation with the project management. 

The program may not be sustainable 

If funding is only or primarily dependent of external (international) sponsors, the program may not 

be sustainable.  

2.6 Limitations of Legal Aid for Detained Juveniles Program  

Given the absence of own staffing and financial restraints of LwB it is not possible to launch this 

program nationwide within short term.  

The program should first be tested in a pilot project. This is elaborated in chapter 4, the Mutare Pilot 

Project. 

2.7 Ambition 

The ultimate goal of the project is to realize a well-managed and controlled program providing legal 

aid for free to detained juveniles in Zimbabwe who are not able to pay for legal representation 

themselves which program is (i) has proven to work efficiently and effectively and (ii) is – therefore - 

accepted by the Zimbabwean government and taken-over by a Zimbabwean government institution, 

such as the LAD, and to be implemented nationwide in Zimbabwe. 
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3. ANCILLARY CHILDREN’S RIGHTS PROJECTS 

The legal aid for juveniles program can be made stronger if ancillary projects that increase the 

awareness of the legal position of children in Zimbabwe and aim to improve the position of children 

in the law are implemented at the same time .  

Based on the advices received from experts and expert organisations, we propose the following 

ancillary projects to be implemented in addition to the legal aid for detained juveniles program.  

3.1 Refreshment Training Children’s Rights to Kick-off Legal Aid Program 

In conjunction with the program for legal aid for juveniles, law practitioners, public prosecutors and 

Magistrates will be offered a one day or two days training program on various matters regarding the 

position of juveniles in criminal matters. The training aims to refresh or improve the knowledge of 

this specific area of the law. Perhaps police officers and the management of detention centres can be 

invited to participate in this training as well.  

Method 

The training program could best be developed together with the JCT and the Law Faculty of the 

University of Zimbabwe in Harare, perhaps with some support from children’s rights experts in the 

Netherlands.  The training will be given on a local or regional basis just prior to the launch of the legal 

aid program in that city or region.  We may invite a children’s right professor from the Netherlands or 

South-Africa to contribute to this training (see also paragraph 3.3). 

Costs  

The training should preferably be free of charge for the participants.  

The training development, travel and hotel expenses of trainers (within Zimbabwe), training material 

and the costs for the facilities must be compensated.   

3.2 Biennial Student Thesis Prize  

In order to stimulate legal research by law students, we will launch together with local partner NGO’s 

a prize for the best thesis in the field of children’s rights every two years. The prize will consist of a 

financial amount and publication of the thesis by LRF.  

The prize will be promoted referring to the Hon. Justice Mr. Chitakunye’s observation that there is an 

inconsistency of a justice system prosecuting juveniles in most cases without legal representation, 

expecting them to be able to defend themselves, whilst in civil matters they are deemed incapable to 

ably represent themselves. 

In the context of this prize, students will be motivated to actively participate in or otherwise 

contribute to the Legal Aid for Juveniles program or ancillary projects as volunteers. 
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Method 

The prize will be promoted under law students of both universities (University of Zimbabwe and 

Midland State University). Only law students within Zimbabwe may submit their thesis. The jury will 

consist of the persons mentioned in Annex K. 

Costs  

Jury members will be asked to accept this position free of charge.  

Apart from the prize and publication costs, a provision will be made to make the existence of the 

prize well known to law students of the (present) two universities in Zimbabwe.  

3.3 White Paper project: Research into Eventual Law Reform regarding Children’s Rights 

Regretfully academic research in law in very limited in Zimbabwe nowadays. The Law Faculty staff of 

the University of Zimbabwe in Harare consists presently of less than a handful professors and several 

other scholars. This small group of legal academics is trying to educate a group of 600 students. The 

second university of Zimbabwe, the Midlands State University in Gweru, only started recently and 

has no track record in legal research yet. There are no legal periodicals in Zimbabwe other than the 

Zimbabwe Law Reports. The Zimbabwe Law Reports is a LRF publication and it contains the decisions 

of the Zimbabwe Supreme Court with a rather brief summary as an introduction to each case. Other 

publications on legal matters are rare. Consequently there is a lack of general analyses of legal 

development. This is reflected in the law libraries in the country. The collection of the law library of 

the Law Faculty of the University of Zimbabwe in Harare is rather outdated. Also the ‘Baron’ law 

libraries in the offices of LRF and the library of the LSZ contain a collection that could be improved.  

In this environment, the JCT Juvenile Justice Handbook of 2010 is a great achievement. This 

handbook must be seen as a very important contribution to describing the rights of the child in the 

present Zimbabwe. One of the conclusions is that the Zimbabwean legal system should be reformed, 

starting by inclusion of relevant children’s rights in the Constitution (the change of the Constitution 

as a whole is currently under debate). It would be great to stimulate further research in the field of 

children’s rights, using the JCT Juvenile Justice Handbook as stepping stone, and prepare a so-called 

White Paper containing draft texts for amendment of the law applicable to juveniles.  

Method 

This White Paper could best be prepared as a joint operation by JCT staff and legal researchers of the 

Law Faculty of the University of Zimbabwe, and with the help of one or more students selected by 

the Law Faculty. Perhaps a legal professional researcher from the Netherlands or South-Africa is 

willing to cooperate in drafting such document during a short term assignment (see also paragraph 

3.1).  

Costs 

The research costs may be limited depending on the willingness and ability of JCT and the Law 

Faculty to support this idea.   
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3.4 Test Case Litigation to Develop the Law 

For certain extraordinary matters involving juveniles and the law, law reform via Act of Parliament is 

not viable or this route takes too much time while a swift amendment or clarification of the law is 

urgently required. In such matters litigation can be considered as a means to reform the law via the 

law of precedents. A test case could for example be bringing a civil suit for damages against 

traditional healers who have been actively promoting rape of virgins as an adequate medicine against 

HIV-infection. Any such civil legal action, when well managed in the media, could have positive 

effects in society within short delay even if the outcome of the litigation is uncertain.  

Method 

Local partner NGO’s can propose test cases for funding. Legal representation can be selected by the 

test case client in close consultation with program management. 

Costs 

It must be well noted that if the test court case is lost, the plaintiff may have to contribute to the 

legal costs made by the defendant.  

It is difficult to estimate the lawyer’s costs of litigation in these matters and the costs of a well 

managed public relations campaign. 
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4. MUTARE PILOT PROJECT: LEGAL AID FOR JUVENILES AND START-UP OF THE ANCILLARY 

CHILD RIGHTS PROJECTS 

4.1 Mutare Pilot Project  

We have selected Mutare to launch a legal aid program for juveniles in criminal cases as a pilot. 

Mutare (170.000 inhabitants) is the third largest city in Zimbabwe.
28

 It is the capital of Manicaland 

(1.6 million inhabitants and @ lawyers).
29

 Mutare was chosen because it is somewhat out of the 

political spotlight, because Harare is according to several sources well reached by various NGO’s, 

because there are local offices of LSZ, JCT and of LRF in Mutare and because Mutare has a Legal 

Project Center that provides adequate facilities for the project in the pilot stage.
30

 Furthermore, 

Mutare has a city-link with Haarlem in The Netherlands, the basis of this Project Group and there are 

several projects implemented in Mutare with the active contribution from the Haarlem community.  

According to our sources in the District of Mutare, there is an average of 5 arrests of children (below 

18 years of age) per week. In 3 of these cases bail is denied or the family is not able to raise the bail 

money. Other sources say that in Mutare Remand (prison) the number of non convicted minors at 

any given time does not exceed 10. In Chipinge, another town in Manicaland, it is believed these 

numbers are higher. 

4.2 Start-up Ancillary Projects 

Together with launching the legal aid program, we wish to start the ancillary projects. The legal aid 

project in Mutare, requires a kick-off training on children’s rights for lawyers, Magistrates and public 

prosecutors.  

The other ancillary projects, Biennial Student Thesis Prize, the White Paper project and the eventual 

test case litigation efforts to develop the law, will be launched as well although they may have an 

impact on a national level.  

4.3 Budget 

The budget of the Mutare Pilot Project is specified in Annex I. The total amounts to USD ………………. 

per annum. The project is intended for 3 years (total USD …………………….).   

The budget of the Ancillary Projects is specified in Annex J. The total amounts to USD ……………. These 

are one-off costs (unless more test cases qualifying for the test litigation project are submitted). 

4.4 Fundraising and funders’ profile 

[to be discussed] [Governmental and non-governmental] 

 

                                                           
28

 http://www.citypopulation.de/Zimbabwe.html  retrieved in November 2011. 

29
 http://www.citypopulation.de/Zimbabwe.html  retrieved in November 2011. 

30
 The Legal Project Center is the seat of the Manicaland brand of JTC and LRF. 
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4.5 Evaluation of the Projects and Accountability 

Evaluation will take place within 14 months after the projects are started and via auditors reports.  

The Project Group will itself be active in the role of project manager during the implementation. As 

such the Project Group is and remains ultimately responsible to control funds made available and 

monitor pay-out of project funds.  

The Project Group will report in writing at the end of each year and each report will be accompanied 

by an auditor’s statement. The report and auditor’s statement is available for all stakeholders. 

4.6 Time-schedule 

November 2011 Visit of Mutare in context of Reality Check mission 

January 2012 Preparation of second draft project plan sent to local 

organisations in Zimbabwe and experts in the Netherlands; 

obtain critical feed-back; discuss feed-back if necessary and 

revise draft 

June 2012 Third draft project plan 

[September/October] 2012 Preparatory Mission 

[October 2012 Final Project Plan 

February – December 2012 Fundraising 

January - March 2013 Develop Refreshment Training and Recruiting of three 

program lawyers 

April 2013  Refreshment Training and Start Mutare Pilot Project (3 

years) 

December 2013 First auditor’s report 

April 2014 Evaluation 

December 2014 Second auditor’s report 

December 2015 Third and last auditor’s report. ] 
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ANNEX A - List of References 

 

Public law sources 

African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child, OAU Doc. CAB/LEG/24.9/49 (1990) 

Legal Assistance for Children, Preliminary Strategy, issued by the Ministry of Justice and Legal Affairs, 

October 2011, relating to Zimbabwe Action Plan for Orphans and Vulnerable Children, (NAPII) phase 

II, 2011-2015 

National Action Plan for Orphans and Vulnerable Children, Fase II 2011-2015 (NAPII), Zimbabwe 

Ministry of Labour and Social Services, with a preface by Hon. P. Mpariwa (MP), Harare, 2010 

Terms of Reference for Access to Justice for Children, 30 January 2012, Support for the Government of 

Zimbabwe’s National Action Plan for Orphans and Vulnerable Children 2011-2015, issued by the 

Ministry of Labour and Social Services, 2012 

Reports, articles, etc.  

A Comparative Discussion of the Significance of Pro Bono Legal Representation in the Dutch and 

Zimbabwean Criminal Justice Systems: Does Free Legal Representation Sometimes Come at a Price?, 

by Simukai Mutiwekuziwa, research paper Utrecht University, unpublished, 2011 

A Place in the Sun: Zimbabwe, a Report on the State of the Rule of Law in Zimbabwe after the Global 

Political Agreement of September 2008”, Report of the mission of the Human Rights Committee of 

the Bar of England and Wales together with the Dutch section and of the Belgian section of Lawyers 

without Borders, 2010. 

Building on Basic Principles, expert papers on the UN Basic Principles in the Role of Lawyers and 

report of the lawyers expert meeting on the occasion of 25 years Lawyers for Lawyers, NJCM, Leiden, 

2011 

Civil Society Monitoring Mechanism (CISOMM) Periodic Report, by various Participating 

Organisations, Harare, 2010 

The Paramountcy of the Best Interest of the Child – A Critical Analysis of the Adequacy of this 

Concept, by Edward Mapara, dissertation, University of Zimbabwe Faculty of Law, 1994 

[Human Rights Watch Report Zimbabwe] 

Human Rights Report: Zimbabwe, U.S. Department of State, Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights and 

Labor, 2010 Country Reports on Human Rights Practices, April 8, 2011 

Innovatie Jeugdstrafrecht Suriname, final report Lawyers without Borders  Netherlands Surinam 

Project Group, 2009 

Juvenile Justice Handbook, by Caleb Mutandwa, Sithuthukile Sibanda and others, Justice for Children 

Trust, Harare 2010 
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Minutes of the Meetings with various Organisations and Individuals during Reality Check Mission, 

Lawyers without Borders Netherlands Zimbabwe Project Group, Harare and Mutare, November 2011 

(not publicly available) 

[UN Universal Periodic Review of Zimbabwe, [2012] recommendation on children’s rights of the UN 

Human Rights Commissioner. ] 

Relevant websites  

www.advocatenzondergrenzen.nl : website of LwB NL 

www.childline.org.zw : website of this organisation 

www.hrea.org : e-learning for lawyers including litigating children’s rights 

www.ifco.info/info :    

www.law.cornell.edu : general information on Legal Information Institutes (LII) 

www.law.co.zw : website making legal information easily available 

  (Zimbabwe Law) 

www.lrf.co.zw : website of LRF 

www.lawyersforlawyers.nl  : an international law databank on Basic Principles in the Role  

  of Lawyers 

www.nango.org : website of this platform organisation 

www.saflii.org : the South-African LII 

www.savethechildren.org : website of this international NGO 

www.vso.nl : a website of Dutch section of the International NGO 

  Voluntary Service Overseas 

www.zlhr.org.zw : website of ZLHR 
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ANNEX B - About Lawyers without Borders, the members of the project group and contact details 

Dutch section of Lawyers without Borders 

On 29 September 1998 the Dutch section of Lawyers without Borders (Avocats sans Frontières) was 

founded. The main goal of Lawyers without Borders is that every individual has the right to access to 

the law in the broadest sense of the word: access to an independent judge  and access to an 

independent legal aid provider, in particular a lawyer. In countries where that right is not yet 

common, the foundation Lawyers without Borders tries to contribute to the improvement of the rule 

of law. There are sections of Lawyers without Borders in the following countries:  

• (Africa) Democratic Republic of Congo, Cameroun, Guinea, Mali, Mauritania, Senegal and 

Togo 

• (Europe) Belgium, Italy, France, Netherlands, Sweden, and Switzerland  

• (North-America) Canada and United States of America  

• (South-America) Brazil, Colombia and Peru.  

All these sections are members of the worldwide foundation Lawyers without Borders (Avocats sans 

Frontières) organisation. 

 

Project Group members 

Hans Gaasbeek Ivonne Leenhouwers 

Symone Gaasbeek-Wielinga Nico Lute 

Viviënne van Haaster Esther van Overbeek 

Assia Krim Margot Span 

Alice Krispijn Herman Veerbeek 

All members of the Project Group are volunteers.  

 

Contact details Lawyers without Borders 

Lawyers without Borders, Zimbabwe Project 

c/o P.O. Box 5287 

2000 CG HAARLEM, the Netherlands 

Email: vanoverbeek@kadv.nl 

Tel: +31-(0)23-5125025 

Bank details: bank account number 82.48.251 (Advocaten zonder Grenzen, project Zimbabwe) 

www.advocatenzondergrenzen.nl 

 

List of Sponsors of the Reality Check Mission November 2011 

Köster Advocaten N.V. 

Dreef 22 

2012 HS  Haarlem 

The Netherlands 

 

Bureau van de Orde van Advocaten Haarlem (Haarlem Bar Association) 

P.O. Box 5495 

2000 GL  Haarlem 

The Netherlands
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ANNEX C - Brief Description of the Surinam Legal Aid Project of LwB, Dutch Section 

[..]
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ANNEX D - List of the Dutch Board of Recommendation Members  

 

• Mr. (Dik) Bol 

City Link Haarlem-Mutare (Stichting Stedenband Haarlem-Mutare) 

 

• Professor mr. Th.C. (Theo) van Boven 

Dutch jurist and emeritus professor in international law at Maastricht University, the 

Netherlands 

 

• Mr. J.H. (Jeroen) Brouwer 

(Former dean of the Dutch Bar Association) 

 

• Mr. (Hugo) Knoppert 

Zimbabwe Watch, the Netherlands 

 

• Mr. (Jan) van Olden 

Centre of International Legal Cooperation, Leiden, The Netherlands 

 

• Mr. B.B. (Bernt) Schneiders 

Mayor of Haarlem 

 

• Mrs. A. (Adrie) van de Streek 

Lawyers for Lawyers 

    

• Professor Dr. (Barbara) Oomen 

 Roosevelt Academy in Middelburg, The Netherlands 

 

All members of the Board of Recommendation are volunteers.  



28 

 

ANNEX E - List of Partner Organisations in Zimbabwe 

Justice for Children Trust (JCT) 

Law Society of Zimbabwe (LSZ) 

Legal Resources Foundation (LRF) 

Law Faculty, University of Zimbabwe 

UNICEF Zimbabwe 
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ANNEX F - List of Supporting Organisations in Zimbabwe 

 

Zimbabwean Governmental Organisations 

Legal Aid Directorate of the Ministry of Justice (LAD) 

University of Zimbabwe, Faculty of Law 

 

Zimbabwean Non-governmental Organisations 

Catch Trust 

Childline 

Child Protection Coalition 

Justice for Children Trust (JCT) 

Legal Resources Foundation (LRF) 

Law Society of Zimbabwe (LSZ) 

Youth Agenda Trust 

Zimbabwe Lawyers for Human Rights (ZLHR) 

Zimbabwe Women Lawyers Association (ZWLA) 

 

International Governmental Organisations 

Embassy of the Kingdom of The Netherlands, Zimbabwe 

Embassy of the Kingdom of Denmark,  Zimbabwe 

 

International Non-governmental Organisations 

HIVOS, Zimbabwe 

Unicef, Zimbabwe 
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ANNEX G - Stakeholders in the Mutare Legal Aid for Juveniles Pilot Project 

• Law Society of Zimbabwe/Manicaland Legal Practitioners Association 

• Legal Resources Foundation, regional office/Mutare Legal Projects Centre  

• Justice for Children Trust, regional office 

• Police authorities 

• Regional magistrates  

• Regional public prosecutors 
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ANNEX H - Draft Memorandum of Understanding for the Mutare Legal Aid for Juveniles Pilot 

Project 

[..]
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ANNEX I - Budget Mutare Legal Aid for Juveniles Pilot Project 

 

Assumed facts and figures 

• JCT as legal body is able and willing to enroll 3 program lawyers (who are qualified lawyers 

but not yet registered) without costs 

• 3 program lawyers will get a limited practice certificate from the LSZ without costs 

• The Mutare Legal Projects Center (local LRF office) is willing to administer the hotline and 

provide facilities to the program lawyers for USD 250 per month 

• Mutare JCT and LRF in-house lawyers are willing to give day-to-day supervision to the 3 

program lawyers 

• A team of senior lawyers in Mutare (three each year; ‘old foxes with a weak spot’) are willing 

to give supervision to the 3 program lawyers (one hour per week)  pro bono 

• Disbursements of program lawyers (costs of transportation and when necessary hotel costs) 

are compensated (in the budget fixed per year)  

• There are 5 eligible arrests per week (involving juveniles below 18 years; cases in which the 

decision is taken to detain arrested person until first court appearance to hear on bail); this 

means 52 x 5 = 260 cases per year 

• 3 out of these 5 cases per week lead to a trial; this means 52 x 3= 156 cases per year. 

• Compensations: 

- visit client in police station USD 50 

- first court hearing USD 50, and 

- trial USD 150  

 

• Program stops temporarily if the annual budget is spent. This requires close monitoring of 

funds. 

 

• Project duration: 3 years 
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Specification for costs (in USD) per year 

Facilities Legal Projects Center …………… 

Costs hotline …………… 

Compensations police visit / 1
st
 court hearing       ………….. 

Compensation trial cases ………….. 

Disbursements ………….. 

Project monitoring and audit ….………. 

Various .…………. 

 ……………. per year 

 

This means for three years: ………….. 

 ======= 
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ANNEX J - Budget Ancillary Children’s Rights Project 

 

Assumed facts 

• The training will be free of charge for the participant. 

• JCT and the Law Faculty are willing to develop and give the kick-off training within the budget 

• Jury members Hon. Justice Mr .Chitakunye Biennial Student Thesis Prize are willing to take 

that position for free of charge 

• JCT and the Law Faculty are willing to actively participate in the White Paper project 

• We find established lawyers willing to act in a test case matter for a reduced hourly rate 

• Project duration: 3 years 

 

Specification for costs (in USD) 

Training development  ……………. 

Travel expenses, etc. trainers ……………. 

Training material ……………. 

Costs for the facilities ……………. 

Promotion Hon. Justice Mr. Chitakunye Thesis Prize    ……………. 

Hon. Justice Mr. Chitakunye Thesis Prize      ……………. 

LRF publication of the winning thesis ……………. 

Legal White Paper project ……………. 

Test Case Litigation Fund ……………. 

Test Case Litigation media campaing costs …….……… 

               ………….… 

 ======== 
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ANNEX K - Jury of the Biennial Student Thesis Prize  

 

Professor Geoff Feltoe 

University of Zimbabwe, Harare 

 

 

Petronella Nyamapfene 

Director of Justice for Children Trust 

 

 

Professor Barbara Oomen 

Roosevelt Academy, Middelburg, The Netherlands 

 

 

Beatrice Mtetwa 

Lawyer in Zimbabwe 
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ANNEX L – List of Abbreviations 

 

CPE Act Zimbabwean Criminal Procedure and Evidence Act 

JCT Justice for Children Trust 

HREA Human Rights Education Associates 

LAD Legal Aid Directorate of the Zimbabwean Ministry of Justice  

 and Legal Affairs 

Law Faculty Law Faculty of the University of Zimbabwe, Harare 

Lpc Limited practice certificate, issued by the LSZ 

LRF Legal Resources Foundation 

LSZ Law Society of Zimbabwe 

LwB Lawyers without Borders  

MOU Memorandum of Understanding 

NGO Non-Governmental Organization 

NSO Voluntary Service Overseas 

ZLHR Zimbabwe Lawyers for Human Rights 

ZPS Zimbabwe Prison Service 

ZWLA Zimbabwe Women Lawyers Association 

 

 

 


